Testing for ovarian cancer.
Ovarian cancer is responsible for more deaths per annum than cervical and endometrial cancer combined. Patients are often diagnosed at a late stage because of the non-specific symptoms of this disease. It can be difficult to differentiate between benign and malignant ovarian pathology, and a malignancy risk index has been developed to guide clinicians. The accuracy of CA125 and ultrasound scans as screening tests is being assessed in randomised controlled trials and proteomic technology shows promise for the early detection of cancers. At present, without accurate screening and early diagnostic techniques, high-risk patients often chose to have prophylactic surgery.